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CONFIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 0833 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, JO 

SUB J : PERES REMARKS ON WEST BANK IN MEETING CODEL STONE 

REF: A. TEL AVIV 4002, B. JERUSALEM 0822 

WE WOULD AGREE WITH PERES (REF A, PARA 5) THAT THE PLO HAS 

RECENTLY BEEN TRYING TO SUPPLEMENT ITS LONGSTANDING "MORAL 

AUTHORITY" ON THE WEST BANK BESTOWED AT RABAT WITH ECONOMIC 

TIES INDIRECTLY THROUGH TWIN CITIES AND PERHAPS DIRECTLY 

(REF B). IT IS UNCLEAR, HOWEVER, WHY PERES THINKS 

WEST BANK MAYORS WERE "RELIEVED" WHEN THEY WERE FORBIDDEN BY 

THE MILGOV TO GO TO THE MEETING OF ARAB MAYORS JUNE 6. AS 

DISPARATE MAYORS AS FREIJ OF BETHLEHEM (MODERATE 

AND PRO- JORDANIAN) AND KHALAF OF RAM ALL AH (LEFTIST AND 

PRO-PLO) HAVE TODL US THAT THEY HAD HOPED TO USE THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO PLEAD FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 

THEIR MUNICIPALITIES. KHALAF HAS ALSO BEEN REFUSED 

PERMISSION TO ATTEND A MAYORS' MEETING IN ITALY. HE 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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HOPES HOWEVER, TO TRAVEL TO THE U.S. SOON TO ATTEND 
RAMALLAH SOCIETY MEETINGS. 
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